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SUMMARY

As mediators and parties discuss important concerns in Cairo and Doha, surrounding the
ceasefire proposal for the Israel-Hamas War in Gaza, a seemingly small, albeit important
sticking point has emerged: The Philadelphi Corridor. Israel argues it needs to maintain a hold
of the corridor indefinitely to continue its military campaign in Gaza as well as prevent
smuggling into Gaza. Its chief opposition Hamas opposes this in the ceasefire negotiations as do
other important international actors. | believe Israel should drop this demand from the
negotiations and agree to leave the corridor, for now, to get the hostages back and potentially
reach a ceasefire. They can do this knowing they have the necessary military superiority to
reenter the corridor as needed.
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The Headlines

-Hamas, Israel, and international negotiators disagree on how the Philadelphi Corridor should
be addressed in ceasefire talks

-Israel believes it can’t leave the corridor due to the security risk posed by the tunnels under it
and smuggling into Gaza

-Until it is addressed, a ceasefire deal remains unlikely in the short term

Background

The corridor, which is a narrow 9-mile strip of land that is 100 yards wide making up the
entirety of the Egypt-Gaza border, has evolved into a major clash between Israel, Hamas, and
Egypt in the current negotiations. Under Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza in 2005, as well as the
Philadelphi Accord in the same year, Egypt was given control of its side of the border, and the
Palestinian Authority was given control over the Gazan side. The accord gave Egypt the
authority to deploy 750 border guards to control the Egyptian side of the border. The intent
was to prevent the crossing of people and weapons in and out of Gaza, which Egypt and Israel
both believed was necessary for their security. Hamas took over control of the Gazan side when
they won power in Gaza following the 2007 elections. Following the October 7th, 2023 Hamas
terrorist attacks and Israel’s subsequent invasion of Gaza, Israel additionally took tactical
control over the Rafah crossing in May 2024. It put forces within the corridor, violating the 1979
Camp David Accords (JINSA, 2024).

Diverging Views

Israel-Netanyahu Government

Mediators and parties from all sides have diverging views. The Netanyahu government seems
inclined to forcefully push for the continued presence of IDF forces in the corridor indefinitely.
Netanyahu and his staff have argued that if Israel were to withdraw, its recapture would not be
assured due to international pressure (Times of Israel, 2024). Israeli forces have discovered over
150 tunnels in the corridor that have been used to smuggle weapons into Gaza. Netanyahu
contends that Israel must remain in control of the corridor to ensure the tunnels are not used
to prevent future attacks. They also argue that Egypt has not done enough to prevent
smuggling from happening.

Egypt

Egypt, one of the lead mediators in the ceasefire talks, has taken issue with Netanyahu’s
position. Egypt argues they have successfully blocked all of those tunnels for years, and any
smuggling in or out of Gaza has nothing to do with these tunnels( Times of Israel, 2024).
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Hamas
Hamas has also taken issue with Israel’s position on the Philadelphi Corridor. Hamas is

demanding a complete withdrawal of IDF forces from the area, something that Netanyahu says
is off the table.

United States

For its part as one of the lead negotiators, the United States is pushing Netanyahu to be more
flexible. They contend it is possible to reduce troop levels in the corridor and fully withdraw
from certain sections. President Biden recently said that he believes Prime Minister Netanyahu
is not doing enough to secure a ceasefire and hostage release deal, signaling his disapproval
(NBC News, 2024).

Israeli Opposition

And the debate over this has incredibly high real-life consequences. Just in the last few weeks,
Israeli forces found the bodies of six slain hostages in Gaza, including the body of an Israeli
American. Widespread protests across Israel have been reignited and nationwide strikes in the
name of reaching a deal to free the hostages have ensued (NBC News, 2024). The political
climate within Israel continues to worsen. Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant called for the
war cabinet to reverse its position on the Philadelphi Corridor and reach a deal that brings the
hostages home (Yoav Gallant on X, 9/1/24). Political and international pressure is mounting on
Netanyahu, who is reacting with defiance.

In a very defensive speech, following the death of the hostages, he apologized for their deaths.
Still, he doubled down on his claims that the Philadelphi Corridor is vital for Israeli security. To
many protesters and the families of those killed, the failure of Netanyahu’s cabinet to reach a
deal essentially condemned their loved ones to death.

A Workable Solution: Dropping the Demand of Staying in the Corridor

The Philadelphi Corridor is certainly of the utmost importance strategically. Despite legitimate
concerns about smuggling, the Netanyahu government should immediately drop its demand to
remain in control of the corridor indefinitely. This is because the lives of the hostages are more
important than a red line that until recently was not a hold-up. To assuage Israeli concerns
about smuggling in the corridor, a middle point could surely be reached. The proposal on the
table from the United States should be supported which calls for only international forces in the
corridor for a period (Middle East Monitor, 2024). This would ensure operational control for
Egypt and prevent Hamas from having control. Egypt should in turn agree to full transparency
with Israel. Plus, as Israeli leaders like Benny Gantz have argued, Israel can return to the
Philadelphi Corridor if necessary at a later date (The Times of Israel, 2024). The actions of PM
Netanyahu and his extreme cabinet have led to the unnecessary deaths of hostages that could
have been saved. Like his counterpart Hamas, the Prime Minister appears to be acting out of his
political ambitions and has not worked in good faith during the negotiating process. To prevent
the further loss of life and raise the prospects for peace and security, the Netanyahu
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government's demand regarding the Philadelphi Corridor should be dropped and a hostage and
ceasefire deal should be cemented.
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